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1. EMBASSY SCICOUNS RECENTLY HAD OCCASION TO DISCUSS PROPOSED 
IDE TRAVEL TO ANTARCTICA WITH SENIOR OEFICIALS OE SCIENCE COUNCIL 
OF CANADA. AS DEPT AND NSF ARE AWARE, SCIENCE COUNCIL HAS LONG 
RECORD OE PRODUCING VALUABLE REPORTS DEALING WITH SCIENTIFIC AND 
TECHNOLOGICAL PROBLEMS. ON THE WHOLE THESE REPORTS HAVE BERN 
CONSTRUCTIVE AND EVEN IN SOME SENSITIVE AREAS, E.G., REPORTS ON 

HIGH TECHNOLOGY AND ENERGY SUBJECTS, WHERE NATIONALISM AND SHORT- 
SIGHTEDNESS COULD EASILY HAVE MARRED THE REPORT AND CONTRIBUTED 
TO EXASCERBATION OF NATIONALISTIC THINKING, THE COUNCIL HAS OPTED 
FOR BALANCED, THOUGHTFUL REPORTING. 

2. THERE IS CONSIDERABLE INDICATION THAT MINISTER OE SCIENCE 

AND TECHNOLOGY DRURY TO WHOM COUNCIL REPORTS MAY BE PLANNING TO 
ACCORD THE COUNCIL A MORE INFLUENTIAL ROLE IN CANADIAN SCIENCE 
POLICY DECISIONMAKING THAN HAS BEEN PREVIOUSLY THE CASE. THIS 
IS PARTICULARLY TRUE BECAUSE OE RECENT MAJOR SHAKEUP IN MSST. 

3. ACCORDINGLY, BOTH BECAUSE OF THE INTRINSIC VALUE OF SCIENCE 
COUNCIL WORK AND BECAUSE OF POSSIBLE INCREASED INFLUENCE FOR THE 
COUNCIL, EMBASSY WOULD LIKE TO RECOMMEND THAT DEPT AND NSF 
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